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About half of all homicides in New Zealand are committed by an offender who is identified as family. (1)
76% of family violence incidents are NOT reported to Police. (2)
Police investigated 118,910 incidents of family violence in 2016 or about one every 5 minutes. This was
an increase of more than 8,000 incidents on 2015. There were 101,955 investigations in 2014 and 95,101 in
2013. It is not clear whether the increase is due to an increase in violence or an increase in people reporting
family violence incidents. (3)
In the four years from 2009 to 2012, an average of 13 women, 10 men, and 9 children were killed each year as
a result of family violence. (4)
24% of women and 6% of men report having experienced sexual assault in their lifetime. (5)
Disabled women are about twice as likely to be victims of violence or abuse compared to other women. (6)
Children and young people
14% of young people report being hit or physically harmed on purpose by an adult at home in the last 12
months. (7)
20% of girls and 9% of boys in New Zealand report unwanted sexual touching or being forced to do sexual
things. (8)
Partner abuse
50% of Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) deaths occurred at the time of actual or intended separation. (9)
1 in 3 women experience physical and/or sexual violence from a partner in their lifetime. (10)
76% of recorded assaults against females are committed by an offender that is identified as family. (11)
In the four years from 2009 to 2012, 76% of intimate partner violence-related deaths were perpetrated by
men, 24% were perpetrated by women. (12)
As many as one in 10 people over 65 years in New Zealand will experience some kind of elder abuse in a year.
(13)
Economic cost
Family violence is estimated to cost the country between $4.1 and $7 billion each year. (14)
Attitudes to family violence
1 in 3 people have taken some action as a result of the It’s not OK Campaign (talked to their family, sought
more information, asked for or offered help). (15)
For more detailed statistics see the NZ Family Violence Clearinghouse website.
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an average of 12 women and 4 men a year were killed in the context of Intimate Partner Violence (IPV)
an average 1 woman and 5 men a year were killed in the context of Intrafamilial Violence (IFV)
men were the perpetrators of IPV deaths 76% of the time vs women 24% of the time
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both men and women are the perpetrators of child abuse and neglect (CAN) deaths 50% of the time
men are the perpetrators of IFV deaths 78% of the time vs women 19% of the time.
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Intimate Partner Violence , Child Abuse and Neglect and/or Intrafamilial Violence
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Worth noting also that IPV-related deaths include the deaths of new (male) partners of women, by the
woman’s ex-partner.
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Intrafamilial Violence is all forms of abuse between family members other than intimate partners of parents
of their children. It includes abuse/neglect or older people aged approximately 65 years and over by a person
with whom they have a relationship of trust, violence perpetrated by a child against their parent, violence
perpetrated by a parent on their adult child and violence among siblings.
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Of Child Abuse and Neglect deaths where mothers and female caregivers were the perpetrators, 25% were
the result of fatal inflicted injuries. The rest resulted from Filicide and parental suicide (31%), Neonaticide
(25%), and Fatal neglectful supervision (19%). Where fathers and step-fathers were the perpetrators, 81%
were the result of fatal inflicted injuries. The remaining 19% were a result of Filicide and parental suicide.
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